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Scene Seven
Maria's Bedroom, Later That EVGnlng

(The gabled ceiling suggests it is on 4,
floor of the villa. The door from the hally,
s in the upstage wall. At the left of this 4 00.2
is a wardrobe with double doors. The lefy ,,, ]
slants away from this and in it is q Windog
To the right of the door to the hall is an alcove'
curtained off with drapes of yellow and browni
cretonne, matching the drapes of the windoy,
Below the alcove, in a jog, is Maria’s doub]e
brass bed with a thick eiderdown comforter,
The guitar case is on the floor downstage of
the window. There is a knocking on the door.)

FRAU SCHMIDT. (Offstage.) Fraulein Maria!

(She enters through the door upstage, carrying
a bolt of cloth.)

Fraulein Maria, it’s Frau Schmidt.
MARIA. (Offstage.) I'm getting ready for bed.

FRAU SCHMIDT. The Captain is going to Vienna tomorrow.
I have this material he ordered for a new dress for you.

MARIA. (Offstage.) Oh, how nice of him.

(She enters from the alcove, wearing a
nightgown under a dressing robe. FRAU
SCHMIDT hands her the bolt of material.)

Even before it's made, this is the prettiest dress I've
ever had I'hope the Captain will like it because I want
to ask him for more material,

FRAU SCHMIDT. More?

MARIA. Oh, not for me - for the children. For play clothes.
(She takes the material into the alcove.)

FRAU SCHMIDT. The von Trapp children never play.

(Crosses to the window and closes the curtains.)
The Captain doesn’t Jike them to get dirty.
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MARIA. (Re-entering.) But they're children. They have to
climb trees, roll on the grass. Think of all the rocks and
caves —

FRAU SCHMIDT. The Captain says the best exercise is
marching. The children will continue to march. I hope
you find your room comfortable.

MARIA. Yes, thank you.

FRAU SCHMIDT. (Going to the bed and adjusting the
etderdown comforter.) There will be new curtains
for the window and the alcove. They will be hung
tomorrow.

MARIA. (At the window.) But these curtains are very good.

FRAU SCHMIDT. There will be new curtains.

MARIA. (Measuring the drapes at arm’s length from her
nose.) Will the Captain be away long?

FRAU SCHMIDT. I don’t know. Of course he has to come
home every time he hires a new governess. I sometimes
think the children get rid of their governesses just
because they want to see their father.

MARIA. (Picking up her guitar case.) He must want to see
them, too.

FRAU SCHMIDT. Since his wife died, they remind him too
much of her.

(Seeing the guitar.) You can put that away. You won't
be using it.

MARIA. Why not?

FRAU SCHMIDT. The Captain won’t have music here.

MARIA. He won’t have music?

FRAU SCHMIDT. And he used to love music. There were
wonderful evenings here. His wife would sing and he
would play the violin or guitar. But now he’s shut all
that out of his life.

MARIA. So that’s why he’s the way he is. But not to have

music - that’s wrong for him and wrong for the
children, too.

(She puts the guitar in the alcove.)
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mior, It will work out. The Captajy, May

FRAU SCE the summer is over. Maryy

again before
MA;ﬁl (,R(’—mtm'ing.) That.would change ey
Thev'd have a mother again.

FRAU SCHMIDT. (Dismissingly.) It's going to rain, yo,
close your window.

(She exits upstage. MARIA goes to the peg and
kneels in prayer.)

MARIA. Dear God, I know now that You have sent here
on a mission. I must help these children to Joye their
new mother and prepare them to win her love g, she
will never want them to leave her. And | Pray that thjs
will become a happy family in Thy sight. God bless
the Captain, God bless Liesl, and Friedrich, Louisa,
Brigitta, Marta, and little Gret] - and oh, yes, I forgot
the other boy - what’s his name? Well, God bless
what’s-his-name!

[MUSIC NO. 13 “INCIDENTAL"]

(There is lightning and thunder. LIESL enters
through the window. Hey dress is smudged
with dirt. She tiptoes to the hall door upstage.

MARIA sees her out of the corner of her eye, but
continues.)
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